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tphich the Chancellor of the Exchequer now pro-
posed, was precisely that which was suggested by
the amendment which he had moved, and which
was rejected last night. The right honorable gen-
tleman had asserted the dignity of the house with
much warmth ; and here he was permitted to retort
upon him; but his speech was so barren of argu-
ment, that it need only be repeated to appear ridi-
culous. Mr. Sheridan admitted, that the mode of
appointing committees by ballot was a good one
at first, but it was now become one of those good
rules and good practices, .which are so often con-
verted into masks of imposture and abuse. The
right honorable gentleman affected to treat a, public
canvas for a committee as absurd and indecent,
But he might have recollected, that he himself had
recourse to that absurd and indecent mode of ap-
pointing a committee at a very critical period (the
time of the regency). He would now ask him,
why at that time he gave into such absurdity, and
Induced the house to act in a manner so unbecoming
its dignity ? It was because at that time he knew
the case to be delicate and nice, and that the coun-
try would not have been satisfied with a balloted
committee, which they knew to be a jury packed by
ministers, to serve the purposes which they had in
view. The right honorable gentleman asked, why
they could object to a committee whose names they
did not know? What could the right honorable
gentleman say, if he should assert that their names
were known, and that several members, who got
treasory lists put into their hands at the door of the
house, went away in disgust. He could not be
permitted, by the forms of the house, positively to
say who would be on the list of the committee, but
lie should merely mention who, in his opinion,
would be proper persons, and whose names, he
woold venture to predict, would appear on the list
to be given in the course of an hour. If, however,
that list agreed with his prediction, he presumed it